
Preparation for Worship:  
Lord, prepare our hearts for worship. Still our souls. Ground us in your grace. 

*Please stand as you are able   Bold Items read in unison 

GATHERING  - We come together to worship God 

Welcome and Announcements 
Invocation/Call to Worship: Now this I know: The Lord gives victory to his 
anointed. He answers him from his heavenly sanctuary with the victorious 
power of his right hand. (Psalm 20:6) 
Opening Prayer 

* Hymn of the Day – Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound  . . . . . . .  Red #578 

Confession of Sin: Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to 
sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
Kyrie (sung, p. 3): O God the Fa-ther in heav-en, have mer-cy up-on us!  O 

God the Son, Re-deem-er of the world, have mer-cy up-on us! O God the 
Ho-ly Ghost, true Com-fort-er, have mer-cy up-on us! 

Declaration of Grace 

Prayers of the Church (P: Lord in Your mercy C: Hear our prayer.) 

WORD – We seek guidance from God’s Word  

Psalm 4       Responsive Reading 
Philippians 3:17-4:1        Epistle 
* Luke 13:31-35     * Gospel 
* Confession of Faith (Luther’s Meaning - Second Article of Apostles’ Creed): 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord; who has redeemed 
me, a lost and condemned creature, bought me and freed me from all sins, 
from death and from the power of the devil; not with silver and gold, but 
with His holy and precious blood and with His innocent sufferings and 
death; in order that I might be His own, live under Him in His kingdom, and 
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness; even 
as He is risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity.  This is 
most certainly true. 

* Gloria Patri: (sung, p. 4)  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen, Amen. 

*Offertory (sung, p. 33 for melody) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew 
a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from your presence: and take 
not Your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation: 
and uphold me with Your free Spirit. 

Children’s Sermon 
Hymn – Wide Open Are Thy Loving Hands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Red #74 

Jeremiah 26:8-15    Old Testament 
Sermon – Hard Truths  . . . . .  Pastor Barry Nelson 

SENDING We go out to live in & share God’s Word 

* Closing Hymn – Come unto Me, Ye Weary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Red #424 
* Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be Thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil; for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen. 

* Benediction & Doxology: (sung, p. 24 for melody)  Praise God, from whom all 
bless-ings flow; Praise Him, all crea-tures here be-low; Praise Him  
a-bove, ye heaven-ly host: Praise Fa-ther, Son, and Ho-ly Ghost. A-men. 

* Dismissal L: Go in Peace, and Serve the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

Tell Your Story  In his Confessio, St. Patrick shares his fascinating 
biography, placing Jesus at the center. Believers should follow suit, especially in 
a culture that is “ignoring and forgetting the Christian story,” states Father Billy 
Swan. At WordOnFire.org, the Irish Catholic priest writes: 

“Our calling is to retell the greatest story ever told and to help people find 
their place within the drama in which God has created them to participate. Like 
St. Patrick, we retell that story not as detached bystanders but as witnesses 
whose lives have been changed by being drawn deeper into the dynamics of the 
great love story of God and his people.” 

Christian Glisson, of North Central Church concludes, “Looking deeper, we 
find hope in his struggle and the narrative that God is still with us, even when 
things don’t make sense and don’t go our way. So as we celebrate on March 17, 
let’s take some time to talk to God, depend on Him as we go, and give up 
whatever we must for the sake of spreading Good News.” 

TODAY at First American, our Noisy Offering will be collected for 
the Dennewitz Cemetery Fence Project. The estimated cost for 
the project is $7500 + concrete. The Dennewitz Cemetery is 
approximately five miles east of Tripp, just south of SD Hwy 18. 



This Week in the Parish  -  March 16 - 23 

TODAY!   7:00 pm  First American Council 
TUESDAY  7:30pm   Hope WMF - Lesson 2 

7:30pm   First American WMF - Lessons 1 & 2 
WEDNESDAY 5:00 pm  Confirmation at Hope  
     6-7:00 pm Soup Supper at Hope 
     7:30 pm  Joint Lenten Worship at Hope 
          Leader: Maurice Bueber  
SUNDAY   9:00 am   Hope Worship  
   9:30 am   First American Sunday School 

10:00 am  Hope Sunday School 
10:45 am  First American Worship  
6:30 pm  Community Youth Group at First American 

Rejoicing in your presence & gifts – March 9, 2025 
First American:  General—$1541. Benevolence—$20. Sunday School—$18. 
Budget per Sunday—$2023.19. Dennewitz Cemetery Fence-Fund Total: $988.00  

Welcome to worship, as we journey through the season of Lent, seeking to 
grow in faith, hope and love. Guests, please sign the book in the narthex.  

Amazing Grace was chosen by Bob Kurtz. “It’s my favorite 
hymn,” and as we sing it, “I think of [John] Newton (the author), 
and how he became a Christian after being a slave trader.” 

Prayer in our corporate worship service is very important. To maintain a current prayer list, requests for 
non-members will be printed in the bulletin for three weeks. For additional time, please send an update 
to Pastor Barry. New additions will be underlined, and those scheduled to come off will be in italics. 

Health Needs of our Members: Doug Bitterman. Allan Hale. Dawsyn Johnston. 
Bob Kurtz. Sue Neumeister. Steve Permann.  
Health Needs: Dale Brown (brother-in-law of Dee Mogck and Judy Schelske). 
Stacy Johnston (mother of Drake Johnston). Richard Jones (father of Melissa 
Schmidt). Jeanette Tiede (sister of Lila Fechner). 
Sympathy: Prayers of comfort for the family and friends of Sandy Baier (member 
of Hope), Gary Stoebner (Tripp Community), and George Verzani (former Tripp). 
Birthdays: 16 Myra Weber. 17 Brice Caery. 18 Brayden Ziegler. 19 Steve 
Permann. 
AFLC Churches: Calvary Lutheran, Everett, WA; Dovre Free Lutheran, Winger, 
MN; Slim Buttes Lutheran, Reva, SD.  Mission: Abbott House in Mitchell, SD  

Prayer for military personnel:  

Andrew Hanson: Hope member. Stationed in Kentucky; Army. 
Austin Lien: nephew of Glenn & Tammy Ziegler.  Stationed in Washington; Navy 
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Today’s Readings 
March 16, 2025                                                        Second Sunday in Lent 

 

Psalm 4 
1 Answer me when I call to you, my righteous God. 

Give me relief from my distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 
2 How long will you people turn my glory into shame? 

    How long will you love delusions and seek false gods?  
3 Know that the LORD has set apart his faithful servant for himself; 

    the LORD hears when I call to him. 
4 Tremble and do not sin; 

    when you are on your beds, search your hearts and be silent. 
5 Offer the sacrifices of the righteous and trust in the LORD. 
6 Many, LORD, are asking, “Who will bring us prosperity?” 

    Let the light of your face shine on us. 
7 Fill my heart with joy when their grain and new wine abound. 
8 In peace I will lie down and sleep, 

    for you alone, LORD, make me dwell in safety. 

 

 

Epistle                                                      Philippians 3:17-4:1 
17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as 

you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 18 For, 

as I have often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, 

many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, 

their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is 

set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly 

await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that 

enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly 

bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 4 Therefore, my brothers 

and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm 

in the Lord in this way, dear friends! 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel                                                                Luke 13:31-35 
31 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this 

place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He replied, “Go 

tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and healing people today 

and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ 33 In any case, I 

must press on today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet 

can die outside Jerusalem! 34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the 

prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather 

your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and 

you were not willing. 35 Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, 

you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord.’” 

* Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. * C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Text: Old Testament                     Jeremiah 26:8-15 
8 But as soon as Jeremiah finished telling all the people everything the 

LORD had commanded him to say, the priests, the prophets and all the 

people seized him and said, “You must die! 9 Why do you prophesy in the 

LORD’s name that this house will be like Shiloh and this city will be 

desolate and deserted?” And all the people crowded around Jeremiah in 

the house of the LORD. 10 When the officials of Judah heard about these 

things, they went up from the royal palace to the house of the LORD and 

took their places at the entrance of the New Gate of the LORD’s house. 
11 Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and all the people, 

“This man should be sentenced to death because he has prophesied against 

this city. You have heard it with your own ears!” 12 Then Jeremiah said to 

all the officials and all the people: “The LORD sent me to prophesy against 

this house and this city all the things you have heard. 13 Now reform your 

ways and your actions and obey the LORD your God. Then the LORD will 

relent and not bring the disaster he has pronounced against you. 14 As for 

me, I am in your hands; do with me whatever you think is good and right. 
15 Be assured, however, that if you put me to death, you will bring the guilt 

of innocent blood on yourselves and on this city and on those who live in 

it, for in truth the LORD has sent me to you to speak all these words in your 

hearing.” 

Lessons – March 23, 2025   Old Testament – Ezekiel 33:7-11     Psalm 85       

Epistle – 1 Corinthians 10:1-13     Gospel – Luke 13:1-9 

 



 

 

Our Lenten theme this year is 

entitled, “The Parables of Jesus.” 

Each of our round-robin speakers 

will focus on a different parable of 

Jesus. Our round-robin series will 

conclude with our Good Friday 

service. 

 

 

Wednesday Lenten Services (7:30pm): 

The Parable of the Sower 

Online at FAHope.org – Darold Bitterman 

The Parable of the Foolish Builders 

Hope: March 19 – Maurice Bueber 

The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 

First American: March 26 – Pastor Barry Nelson 

The Parable of the Great Banquet 

Hope: April 2 – Del Neumeister 

The Parable of the Minas 

First American: April 9 – Pastor Kevin Czymbor 

 

Lenten Offerings:  
First American – All Nations Family Center on the Rosebud Reservation. This is 
the ministry served by Johnny and Heidi Wade. Heidi is the daughter of Jan Jerke. 

Hope – Split equally between Southeastern South Dakota Lutherans for Life 
ultrasound fund (which supports the ultrasound ministry of the Alpha Center in 
Sioux Falls) and the Douglas County Food Pantry.  

Lenten Suppers (6-7pm): There is a sign-up sheet posted 
in the narthex of both congregations asking for volunteers 
to help with preparing and serving the Lenten meals. First 
American will serve soup suppers on March 26 and April 9, 
and Hope will be serving soup on March 19 and tacos on 
April 2. 

 

Jeremiah 26:8-15 

“Hard Truths”                                           March 16, 2025 

  

1. Proclaimed 

2. Rejected 

3. Defended 


